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In solidarity with celebration of 
the 2015 Balboa Park Centen-
nial Celebration, C-3 is dedicating 

our 2015 Breakfast Dialogue Series to 
exploring San Diego’s next 100 years. 
We will be hosting this entire yearlong 
event within Balboa Park at the Prado 
Restaurant.  Whether breakfast is in the 
historic ballroom or the cozy Alhambra 
room overlooking the Spreckels Organ 
Pavilion, whether it is on a crisp winter 
or warm summer morning, the setting 
for this coming year will be invigorat-
ing.  

Equally invigorating will be the signa-
ture focus of these dialogues through-
out 2015 San Diego the Next 100 
Years.  For the past few seasons our 
breakfast dialogues have often focused 
upon current issues or developments 
facing our local cities and communities 
within the San Diego region.  Now, in 2015 we will be looking at 
what is possible in the coming century by looking closely at those 
sectors influencing and reflecting our lifestyle, environment and 
economy.

This 2015 Balboa Park Centennial Exposition Breakfast Dialogue 
series provides us with an opportunity to bring to the forefront 
discussions on ideas and initiatives that will shape San Diego’s 
next 100 years building upon the six pillars detailed in our 50th 

Anniversary year publication, Sustainable Paradise: 

•	 The	Environment 
•	 Communities 
•	 Economic	Prosperity 
•	 The	International	Region 
•	 Sustainable	Life	Systems 
•	 Sustainable	Social	Systems.	

First up in January, our breakfast dialogue will focus on what San 
Diego’s commerce of the future might look like, from the cur-
rent wave in gastronomy to where manufacturing and research are 
headed.  Additional subjects throughout the year will include: our 
energy future, the “border” and international opportunities, and 
what our communities and transit of the future could look like.  
We will welcome the 2015 holiday season with a dialogue on ‘For 
the Public Good” considering our natural resources, schools and 
healthcare.  And that’s certainly not to overlook our June breakfast 
celebrating the Centennial of the 1915 Panama California Expo-
sition!

Famed	San	Diego	Architect	and	C-3	founder	Lloyd	Ruocco	posed	
the question, “How can we make cities that are fit to live in?”  This 

Continued on Page 3

C-3 Breakfast Dialogue Venue
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President Diego Velasco 

Once again, it is easy to be dis-
couraged by the state of plan-
ning in our city. It seems San 

Diego does not value (or worse yet, does 
not understand) the value of city plan-
ning. How can it be that after millions of 
dollars and almost a decade of an inclusive 
and exhaustive planning process, our city 
leaders could stand behind the unraveling 
of	the	Barrio	Logan	Community	Plan	Up-
date? How can it be that San Diego ranks 
among the top cities in the country but 
among the last to implement a Climate 
Action Plan? Will our conversations about 
planning in our infill communities contin-
ue to be muffled by one simple and limit-
ing factor: height? What a shame that after 
less than a year we have lost yet another 
planning director (this time, one who is a 
planning “rockstar” and who came to us 
with so much promise)? Against all these 
setbacks, we live at a critical time in the 
history of our city’s and region’s develop-
ment; a time filled with promise, challeng-
es and change. Now (perhaps more than 
ever) we need sound planning if our city 
and region is to become the urban paradise 
we aspire to leave behind for future gen-
erations. It is also a time for celebration, 
as we commemorate the 100-year anniver-
sary of the Panama-California Exposition, 
an event that brought new prominence to 
our city and to Balboa Park. C-3 stands at 
a crossroads between past and future: we 
have deep seated roots in the past hundred 
years of the city’s history (having influ-
enced some of the most significant mo-
ments of that era), yet we are charged with 
coordinating for the third century of the 
city’s growth (as the city continues to be-
come more urban and citizens gain an ever 
more significant role in shaping our built 
environment). Where do we go from here? 

I wholeheartedly believe we must start 
by resurrecting our pride of place, our 
civic duty, a sense of exceptionalism and 
a deeper love of our city and region. 
Let’s	 start	 by	 recognizing	 the	 authentic-
ity of our urban landscape: the canyons 
and	mesas	 that	 Kevin	 Lynch	 and	Don-

ald Appleyard so eloquently characterize 
as San Diego’s greatest natural features. 
What other city in this country has such 
a unique urban form? Chicago is world-
renowned for its great urban architecture. 
Why can’t San Diego be equally known 
for its great urban landscape? We must 
follow this by doing a better job of high-
lighting our accomplishments. I have 
been an urban planner and designer in 
San Diego long enough to admit that San 
Diegans love to dwell on the sorry state 
of our city. Too often we prefer to wal-
low in our woes when we could easily rest 
on our laurels. This is a big problem. My 
colleagues will often say “why can’t we be 
more like Barcelona?” Typically, my an-
swer is “we are not nearly as arrogant as 
the Catalans.” And while arrogance easily 
begets a false sense of security, pride is of-
ten followed by a greater sense of respon-
sibility and hope.   

What do we have to be proud of lately? 
How about the continued success of our 
downtown, with a blossoming village de-
veloping around our ballpark, a thriving 
convention center, a new County Ad-
ministration Building Waterfront Park, 
another park starting construction at 
Horton Plaza, a world-class library that 
has forever transformed our skyline, and 
continued planning, such as the down-
town mobility and complete streets plan 
that is underway? What of our communi-
ty	plans?	Barrio	Logan	was	a	setback,	but	
the Otay Mesa plan update was adopted 
unanimously, the updated Southeastern 
and Encanto Neighborhoods community 
plans have been very well-received, and 
the	 Uptown,	 North	 Park	 and	 Golden	
Hill plans are nearing completion. One 
positive leave-behind of Bill Fulton’s ten-
ure at the city is that the city has brought 
back specific plans, particularly focused 
around transit rich areas. This is a big 
leap forward for our city and region, as 
we continue to focus growth in the areas 
that can most benefit from it. It appears 
the city will move forward with a Climate 
Action plan. This is hopefully another 

area where our 
new mayor can 
demonstra te 
his leadership. 

And what can 
C-3 do to lead 
the city into 
this third cen-
tury? We must 
continue to or-
chestrate a healthy, balanced and fruitful 
dialogue about our city. We must contin-
ue to convene the best minds and stron-
gest leaders and inspire them to action. 
We must continue to collaborate and 
coordinate with like-minded organiza-
tions and groups, and together, persist in 
advocating for sound planning and good 
public policy that benefits our greater San 
Diego region and its citizens. 

Since our last publication of C-3 Views, 
we have responded to these imperatives 
with a successful and consistent program 
of Breakfast Dialogues, broad advocacy 
focused on planning efforts of a regional 
scale, and increased collaboration with 
partner organizations (such as Circulate 
San Diego, Environment + Design Coun-
cil,	League	of	Women	Voters	and	the	San	
Diego Chapter of the American Plan-
ning Association). Without a doubt, our 
Breakfast Dialogues have been the area 
where we have excelled. Occurring on a 
regular basis and covering a range of top-
ics - from the State of the San Diego Me-
dia	 to	Climate	Change,	Tactical	Urban-
ism and Mayoral debates (to name only a 
few) - this year’s Breakfast Dialogues have 
attracted a new, young and diverse group 
of individuals.  As a testament to this and 
to the exceptional quality of our events, 
SDG&E has awarded C-3 an Environ-
mental Champions Grant three years in a 
row in support of the Breakfast Dialogues 
Program. We are grateful to SDG&E for 
helping us sustain such an important 
program! On the heels of this success and 
to commemorate the Centennial of the 
Panama California Exposition in Balboa 

President’s Message – C3 Views

Continued on Page 3
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has helped guide C-3’s ongoing efforts both 
advocating for and educating those who 
share a common vision of an increasingly de-
sirable and sustainable San Diego for coming 
generations.

For years C-3’s Breakfast Dialogue series has 
brought timely discussions to the San Diego 
community promoting good planning and 
governance within the San Diego region. We 
have been fortunate to have San Diego Gas 
& Electric Company as a Breakfast Dialogue 
sponsor the past two years, and are excited to 
have their support again for our 2015 Cen-
tennial Celebration series. 

We hope your are enthused about taking 
part in this uniquely C-3 way of looking at 
our San Diego of the future as well as the 
fabulous opportunity to enjoy and celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of San Diego’s jewel, 
Balboa Park.   Get an early start and register 
individually or book your place for the en-
tire season series at a reduced rate on line at  
< C3SANDIEGO.ORG >.   We look for-
ward to seeing you there!!

Author: Roger Lewis

Continued from Page 1

IS THERE A VISION FOR  
YOUR GOVERNMENT?

Park, I am proud to announce that in 
2015, C-3 will host a special Centennial 
Breakfast Dialogue Series focusing on the 
next 100 years of San Diego. 

We hope you will join us and we need your 
help. Help us sustain the Breakfast Dia-
logue program by attending the events, by 
telling all your colleagues and friends about 
our unique programs, and by sponsoring a 
dialogue. Help us lead our advocacy efforts 
and direct our board toward the issues that 
matter most to you and to our city. Help 
us join hands with other groups so that to-
gether we can effect positive change in our 
city. C-3 has always relied on the spirit and 
resolve of its members, and we need you 
now more than ever. 

As the city experiences the growing pains 
of this third century, I am hopeful that 
C-3 will continue to lead the way in de-
veloping the “handsome and functional 
community” that our founding members, 
Lloyd	Ruocco,	Dorothea	Edmiston	 and	
Esther Scott so eloquently envisioned.

Continued from Page 2

Good government includes a variety of things from being transparent, fiscal 
restraint and fiduciary responsibility and planning for the future in serving 
its constituents.  While no government is perfect, the County of San Di-

ego has received numerous awards and is generally recognized as one of the best run 
local governments.  C-3 aside from being the conscience of good urban planning, is 
also often referred to as the good government organization.

In early 
2001 the 
C o u n t y 
embarked 
on a pro-
cess that 
e v e n t u -
ally led to 
the largest 
m u n i c i -
pal public 
works proj-
ect of its 
type in San Diego.  In a memo to all County Departments it states: 

 “The County currently occupies nearly a million square feet of owned space in 
the Kearny Mesa area. In addition, there is approximately 215,000 square feet of 
County leased space. The area is rapidly developing and changing, particularly with 
the redevelopment of the former General Dynamics property.” 

The Department of General Services has taken the lead in developing a scope of 
work for developing a strategic facility plan for the Kearny Mesa area. The primary 
purposes of the plan are to outline a comprehensive strategy for possibly consolidat-
ing County functions, identify opportunities for redeveloping County property and 
making better use of our assets, and specify the need to acquire new County space 
to accommodate our customer service needs.

Unlike	many	such	studies	this	one	set	in	motion	a	sustained	drive	of	further	plan-
ning, selection of consultants, revised plans, financing, property acquisitions, and 
sale of surplus County property.  The County made the decision to have a Master 
Development	Team	design	and	construct	the	facilities	represented	by	Lowe	Enter-
prises (Developer), RJC Architects, and Suffolk/Roel as the General Contractor.  
The summary characteristics of the Project are as follows:

•	 New Construction: 1,288,000 square feet

•	 Parking: Structured Stalls (1,820), Surface Parking (1,650)

•	 Staff: 2,800

•	 Project Cost: $429 Million
Continued on Page 6

County Operations Center
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Ruocco Fund at the San Diego Foundation.   They asked to no 
avail that the convention center be built back from the water-
front on the other side of Harbor Drive.  They supported the 
creation of the recently opened County Administration Center 
Waterfront Park which is wildly successful in bringing families, 
residents, tourists, downtown workers to enjoy the waterfront 
with both active and passive activities.  

In 2006 amid controversy over the Navy/CCDC/City/Manches-
ter proposal to implement an outdated and un-needed project 
(Navy Broadway Complex) on the 14 acre site bounded by Broad-
way, Harbor Drive and Pacific Highway, C-3 focused on their 
coordinating role to invite other non-profits ,meeting in Walter 
and Judy Munk’s living room, to create the Navy Broadway Com-
plex Coalition.  With help from the Coastal Commission and the 
courts,	the	project	 is	generally	considered	dead.	 	Unfortunately	
our elected representatives were little help -  it was citizens and 
non-profits who kept even more of the waterfront from being 
walled off!  Going forward this land could be developed into a 
large public park with underground parking for the Midway, a 
new City Administration Building and a badly needed new State 

OPINION

ON THE WATERFRONT

scheme violated the city charter and the State Constitution so the 
CEQA/Coastal Act issues appear to be moot for now.   

Our	Tidelands	 belong	 to	 the	 public	 -	 YOU	AND	ME	 and	
their	use	 is	 set	 forth	 in	 the	definition	of	Public	Trust	Lands	
administered	by	the	State	Lands	Commission.		When	the	Port	
of San Diego was created to include the cities surrounding the 
bay, this role for this area was transferred to the Port.  What 
grade should they get?  While over the years there has been 
both good, poor and even bad staff and Commissioners and 
some good projects, some not so bad and some really bad in 
walling off, reducing and eliminating physical and visual ac-
cess to the bay.  While the Port has worked with other agencies 
to prepare plan updates to North Embarcadero and provided 
some opportunities for public involvement, there have been 
years of piecemeal Port Master Plan amendments to accom-
modate specific proposed projects which will have impacts on 
adjacent areas and reduce and or eliminate options  in a Com-
prehensive	Port	Master	Plan	Update	which	is	now	underway.		
The Convention Center expansion was only one of those.  

C-3 has a long history protecting our seacoast and bays.  
Our document “Toward Permanent Paradise” states:  
“The ocean shore is the possession of all those who live in 

the region.  Public access to the ocean and bays is precious.  The 
seacoast is finite, while demands upon it grow as the population 
grows.  .... All planning must start with an understanding that the 
waterfront is first and foremost a public space.  .... keep private 
development back from the water’s edge  .... make the beaches ac-
cessible ....  As opportunities arise, remove all uses from the shore 
which are not ocean related, residential or recreational.”

Since “Temporary Paradise?” was published in 1974 we have a 
history of some victories but more set-backs.  South Embarcadero 
has been almost completely walled off by commercial develop-
ment.  C-3 played a major role in reclaiming a small part when 
the	Ruocco	Park	was	created	and	funded	by	the	Lloyd	and	Ilse	

Building, funded by the sale of their respective sites downtown, 
as well as summer symphony.  Imagine the possibilities of better 
communication between the state, county and city in locations 
near each other and on the waterfront.  During the weekends and 
on holidays their parking would be available to the public!

NBCC has focused on other threats to our waterfront and when our 
elected officials would not listen they went to the courts to defend 
our plans based on CEQA and NEPA as well as the Coastal Act.  
They failed to keep the ONION off of the Broadway Pier which 
was envisioned as a view corridor with a circular park at the foot 
of Broadway (our ceremonial street).  The mitigation for this sel-
dom used building as well as the Coastal Permit conditions for the 
Midway have yet to be implemented.  Efforts to block off more of 
the bay with the proposed convention  center expansion have been 
more successful with an appeals court decision ruling the funding 

Broadway Pier-This? County Watefront Park-That?

Continued on Page 5
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We are fortunate that one really good Port Commissioner, Ann 
Moore initiated last year a proposal to do a COMPREHEN-
SIVE	Port	Plan	Update	-	everything	is	connected!		Some	Port	
cities feel and they have been neglected - time for something to 
actually happen on the Chula Vista waterfront?  This Integrat-
ed Planning effort is now underway and the Port accepted the 
vision at an August meeting.  There are many stakeholders and 
certainly the Navy and their needs is one of them.  The creation 
of good paying jobs and our water dependent trade industry is 
another.  Port tenants are prone to reduce their lease costs and 
maximize their revenue, but what is the market value?  By far, 
the MOST IMPORTANT stakeholder is the public who owns 
the tidelands and must have views, access, recreational use and 
benefit from them.!    The next steps include testing guiding 
principles against a series of possible land and water uses.  

In July 1989,  C-3 sent a letter to the Port commenting on 
the East Harbor Island Hotel EA and Plan Amendment for a 
single hotel, calling out the following issues:

•	  How will the hotel fit into a fully built out East Harbor 
Island?

•	 What are the potential visual impacts of the project on 
future	Lindbergh	Field	development	and	Harbor	Drive	
traffic?

•	 What are the visual impacts of the project on views of 
Harbor Island from downtown, North Island and boats 
in San Diego Bay?

•	 What are the implications of placing a hotel near a por-
tion of the bay known to contain toxic waste materials?

•	 What impact will the project have on aquatic traffic on 
the bay?  

Fast forward to 2014 when the Port and Sunroad have submit-
ted an application to build not one but THREE hotels on this 
site and use addition tidelands to replace the former Rueben 
E.	Lee.		When	it	appeared	that	the	Coastal	Commission	would	
deny the project based on public access and affordable access 
to	the	public,	the	application	was	withdrawn.		Look	for	a	lively	
fight when it comes back!  The question is why are the Port 
and Sunroad moving on  a project that is not needed now and 
which preempts the comprehensive planning options under-
way now???  The next time you are in this area, drive out on 
Harbor  Island and note the relative space used on one side for 
commercial uses versus the very thin space on the other side 
which provides a path for walking, biking and very few park-
ing spaces.  Contrast that with Shelter Island where you can 
spread your blanket and have a picnic, throw a ball, fish, lots 
of public parking, parks, ceremonial spaces such as weddings 
outdoors etc.  Time to say more space for the public and less 
commercial on Harbor Island?

Author: Diane Coombs

Sixth Avenue Bridge PromenadeContinued from Page 5

This past August, the C-3 board voted unanimously in sup-
port of the Sixth Avenue Bridge Promenade.   This project 
is one small piece of the Downtown Public Open Space 

Implementation Plan (POSIP), begun in 2009 by CCDC and now 
being carried forward by Civic San Diego. The Downtown Com-
munity Plan envisions an additional 52 acres of park to be devel-
oped, ensuring that all residents will be able to walk to at least one 
park within five minutes and that a majority will be able to reach a 
park on foot within two-and-one-half minutes. In addition to con-
sistency with the Downtown Community Plan, the Bridge Prom-
enade will help to meet goals in the Complete Streets program, the 
Downtown	Mobility	Plan,	and	the	Uptown	Mobility	Plan.	

The Downtown POSIP conceptual plan includes parkways devel-
oped along key north-south and east-west corridors in downtown 
and, someday, a series of lids across the I-5 freeway reconnecting 
downtown and Bankers Hill, Balboa Park and Sherman Heights. 
The Sixth Avenue Bridge Promenade will be a “pre-lid” that will 
serve as a model for future public open space connections with the 
communities bordering downtown that, today, are separated by in-
terstate highway.

Located	at	the	intersection	of	6th	Avenue,	Elm	St.	and	the	I-5N	
exit ramp, the project continues south into downtown as far as 
Cedar St., reducing the existing pedestrian hazard created by the 
flow of vehicles exiting Interstate 5, providing an attractive and safe 
pedestrian route and connecting downtown SD and Bankers Hill/
Uptown	and	Balboa	Park.	Today,	the	bare	sidewalk	does	not	invite	
pedestrian use despite the growing residential population in down-
town San Diego and pedestrians are at hazard when they cross what 
is, today, a high-speed exit with no Stop for vehicles turning toward 
downtown.  Once implemented, the existing free left-turn from the 
I-5N ramp will change to a full Stop, and the eastern “merge” lane 
and sidewalk, will become  part of a landscaped pedestrian prom-
enade enhanced by shade structures and trees.

In addition to formal support of the project by all of the downtown 
planning and citizens groups and C-3, the Bankers Hill Commu-
nity Group and the Hillcrest Town Council have now submitted 
letters urging Civic San Diego to pursue funding for planning, de-
sign and implementation in the next round of SANDAG Active 
Transportation Grant opportunities. It is hoped that other commu-
nity groups and organizations will join the call.

Source:Spurlock Poier-Looking South at Elm and Sixth
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The project houses host of County De-
partments that are too numerous to 
list in this article. Generally speaking, 
these Departments either serve the en-
tire County population (e.g. Registrar of 
Voters), County Departments (General 
Services) or the entire unincorporated 
area (Planning Department) and need to 
be centrally located at site which is cen-
trally located in the County.  In short, 
this was a logical location to serve the cli-
ents served by County government.

Let’s	put	this	County	Project	in	perspec-
tive with another large local Government 
the City of San Diego.   The City of San 
Diego has been studying the replacement 
of City Hall for at least 12 years accord-
ing to City records and probably in real-
ity much longer than this. According to 
a “Seven Alternatives to Development” 
report prepared in June 2010 and posted 

Continued from Page 3 on the Civic San Diego Web site, it shows 
the City has 3,140 employees and almost 
1.1 million square feet of space.  This is 
about the same size as the County Opera-
tions Center Redevelopment project.

The obvious difference between the Coun-
ty and the City of San Diego is there was 
widespread policy support and identified 
funding to complete the County project.   
Fundamental to the County’s decisions to 
redevelop, expand, and consolidate func-
tions at its Kearny Mesa with the goal of 
providing service to the public and create 
functional 21st Century space for its em-
ployees.  There was very little debate on 
whether it would just be “less expensive”  
to pursue various leases or acquire an ex-
isting building alternatives.  It focused on 
what do we need and how do we design 
and construct what we need in this specific 
geographic area.

For the City of San Diego or other munici-
pality to consider expanding or replacing 
existing older structures the first step is to 
identify what functions need to be at what 
locations to satisfy the function of govern-
ment.  Inevitably building a new facility 
will cost the agency more funding in the 
short term rather than leasing but will save 
money in the long term.  

Downtown San Diego will have future op-
portunities for expansion, relocation, and 
consolidation of governmental functions.  
The County of San Diego has several leases 
such as the Public Defense Functions.  The 
San Diego Association of Governments, 
Civic San Diego, and the State of Califor-
nia are all in leases.  The question IS will 
there be the political will to actually plan 
for the future like the County of San Di-
ego.

Author: Nick Marinovich

Among the many big ideas outlined 
in Sustainable Paradise is the goal 
of putting transit first, specifically 

to: “focus expenditures on creating and 
improving transit options before widening 
freeways and building roads. Further, to 
create places where people can walk, bike 
and take transit as the preferred alternative 
to driving”. 

C3 walked the talk this summer in part-
nership with Circulate San Diego and 
other organizations in its support for a 
Healthy People, Healthy Economy Trans-
portation Scenario. The request was a 
response to SANDAG's two draft trans-
portation scenarios produced as part of 
San Diego Forward: Regional Plan and 
Sustainable Communities Strategy. While 
the 2 draft scenarios were both projected to 
exceed GhG reductions mandated by Air 
Resources Board - 19% and 22% in years 
2020 and 2035 respectively compared to 
the requirements of 7% and 14% - per-
formance measures related to the two sce-
narios showed only slight improvements 
in areas of health, transit ridership and the 

number of people walking and biking. For 
example, the 36 year Regional Plan pro-
jected:

•	 2 minutes increase of physical activity 
per capita daily

•	 1.5% increase in the number of peo-
ple using transit to get to work

•	 2% increase in the number of people 
walking and biking to work

Circulate SD and its coalition wrote a letter 
to SANDAG’s Board of Directors request-
ing them to model a third Healthy People 
and Economy transportation scenario to 
prioritize the importance of transit, walk-
ing and biking investments and provide a 
meaningful health and social equity analy-
sis. Specific asks included: (a) prioritizing 
construction of the region’s transit network, 
before building out future highways, (b) in-
cluding all projected active transportation 
(bike/ walk) projects such as Safe Routes 
to Transit and Safe Routes to School, (c) 
prioritizing active transportation capital 
projects over freeway and roadway expan-
sion projects, and (d) including projected 
transit revenues from a 2016 sales tax ballot 

measure rather than postponing to 2020. 

Thanks to advocacy from all involved, the 
SANDAG Board of Directors approved 
the 3rd scenario concept and work has 
begun to better define the specific projects 
this scenario requires. Ensuring this scenar-
io is constructed with the ‘right’ projects 
for the ‘right’ outcome is critical. We will 
need continued support from C3 to advo-
cate for a better performing transportation 
system to truly encourage smart growth, 
social equity and health for all.

C3 Support for Healthy People, Healthy Economy Transportation Scenario
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The Marston House Formal Gardens
3525 Seventh Avenue, San Diego, CA 92103

RSVP by May 6, 2011
www.eventbrite.com/org/465987236

C3 Office • e-mail C3sandiego@sbcglobal.net
or call (858) 277-0900

Accessed via Upas & 6th Avenue

Parking  Free street parking available on Balboa Drive
Disabled & elderly drop off  In front of the

Carriage House (middle of block)

FREE to C3 members & SOHO Board members • Non-members $25 • Students $15

Citizens Coordinate for Century 3
5252 Balboa Avenue, Suite 207
San Diego, CA 92117-7005

Citizens Coordinate for Century 3
Annual Membership Meeting

Thursday, May 12th, 2011 • 5:30-7:30pm

Abbreviated Marston House tours will be offered 5:30-6:30pm

C3 Announcements 
& Reminders

Elections – Ballots must be received by No-
vember 21; see website for details

December Breakfast Dialogue: A Century of 
Conserving San Diego’s Natural Environment

Thursday, December 4, 2014 
7:00 ~ 9:00 a.m.
Balboa Park House of Hospitality ~ The 
Loggia Room
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The San Diego River Park Founda-
tion, established in July 2001, has 
achieved an impressive range of 

projects over its 13 years of existence thanks 
to the commitment of Executive Director 
Rob Hutsel, the San Diego River Conser-
vancy, members of the San Diego River Co-
alition and a dedicated cadre of volunteers.  
On September 18, the SD River Park Foun-
dation observed its 13th anniversary with a 
party and awards celebration, held this year 
at the Carlton Oaks Golf Course in Santee.

A key element of the San Diego River Park 
Foundation and the River Park Conservan-
cy efforts is to protect and enhance the 440 
sq. miles of the San Diego River watershed, 
at the same time creating diverse ways for 
San Diegans to access and enjoy the River 
along its length between the ocean and the 
mountains.  In 2013, the San Diego River 
Park Master Plan was approved by the SD 
City Council for the section of the River 
Park within the City boundaries. The com-
munities	east	of	San	Diego	-	Santee,	Lake-
side and others - are developing their own 
planning and projects working with the SD 
River Park Foundation.

A large corps of dedicated volunteers, work-
ing in concert with the Foundation and the 
San Diego River Conservancy, with prop-
erty owners, communities and residents in 
and adjacent to Mission Valley and the Riv-
er, as well as with jurisdictions and organi-
zations having recreational or environmen-
tal interests the length of the River corridor 
have accomplished an impressive array of 

projects. Volunteer work parties undertake 
trash collection, water quality testing and 
removal of invasive plants, replacing them 
with native vegetation.  This past January, 
volunteers from the Takeda Corporation 
& their families planted 2000 native trees 
and shrubs in Santee at the Walker Preserve, 
formerly a sand mining operation, on 107 
acres along a 1.3 mile stretch of the San Di-
ego River.

In many ways similar to the San Dieguito 
River Valley Regional Park - both rivers 
have their headwaters at Volcan Mountain 
near Julian – the San Diego River Valley 
Regional Park crosses through a number 
of city and county jurisdictions.  The mag-
nificent upper San Diego River Gorge and 
tributaries which drain into it is, in many 
places, truly pristine wilderness and the wa-
tershed is a major source of locally sourced 
water for our region. The River serves as an 
important wildlife corridor and is consid-
ered by some experts as the most biological-
ly diverse area in the entire country.  Much 
of the upper river is within the Cleveland 
National Forest. Conservation in the up-
per San Diego River above the El Capitan 
Reservoir dam and El Cajon Mtn. through 
purchase of undeveloped private inhold-
ings, some homesteaded well before 1900, 
have been made possible through generous 
donors  and grants. 

Public ownership of these properties will 
enable creation of additional public trails 
while ensuring continued protection of the 
SD River watershed.  A key component of 

SD River Park goals is to create recreational 
access and an east-west hiking and bicycling 
trail from Dog Beach to Julian, with nu-
merous safe points of access through com-
munity parks and hiking trail access from 
surrounding communities. Many of the 
segments, developed in consultation with 
members of the San Diego River Coalition, 
have been completed but undeveloped seg-
ments remain in the corridor between the 
ocean	and	Lakeside.	Next	up	will	be	a	piece	
of the trail between Fenton Way (Mission 
Valley library) and the eastern edge of the 
Qualcomm Stadium using funds provided 
by the Coastal Conservancy and SANDAG 
(bicycle transportation corridor).

Coming soon will be the Discovery Cen-
ter at Grant Park, 17 acres donated by the 
Grant family along the River at the intersec-
tion of Qualcomm Way and Camino del 
Rio North. The Discovery Center will serve 
as an interpretive center for the San Diego 
River Park located within a passive park. An 
application for the Site Development Per-
mit has been submitted to the City through 
an expedited review process; the Grand 
Opening is currently scheduled for Septem-
ber, 2015.  http://SanDiegoRiver.org/docs/
DiscCenter_fact%20sheet_2014.pdf

Take	 a	 moment	 to	 ‘Like’	 the	 San	 Diego	
River Foundation Facebook page and learn 
more about the many initiatives and volun-
teer opportunties available.    http://www.
SanDiegoRiver.org 

Author: Judy Swink, C-3 representative to the 
San Diego River Coalition

San Diego River Park 2014
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